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Bangi language 


The Bangi language, or Bobangi, is a relative and main lexical 
source of Lingala spoken in central Africa. Dialects of the language 
are spoken on both sides of the Ubangi River and Congo River. 


Use in trade 


As the Bobangi people came to dominate the slave trade along the 
upper Congo River in the late 18th century, the Bangi language was 
used to facilitate trade between different ethnic groups in the region. 
Linguist John Whitehead claimed that the Moye, Likuba, Bonga, 
Mpama, Lusakani, and Bangala peoples all used Bangi for 
intercommunication in the 1890s. Traders in the region who did not 
speak Bangi used a trade language that borrowed heavily from 
BangiJ 5 ^ At the height of indigenous trade along the upper river, the 
Bobangi dominated the 500 kilometer section of the Congo between 
the Kwah River and the equator, which most river trade passed 
throughOther ethnic groups in this area were either assimilated 
into the Bobangi ethnic alliance, adopting the Bangi language, or 
were driven offHowever, the Bobangi dominance over trade was 
ended by Europeans in the late 19th century when colonial powers 
pushed local indigenous groups out of profitable trade. By the late 
twentieth century, there were very few Bobangi people remaining in 
the area they had controlled a century earlier, and the Bangi 
language is no longer widespread.^ 
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